310          THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
to be too heavy, it was revised five years afterwards, and the system of giving istavd, or gradually-increasing leases, introduced. This was only discontinued in 1886-37.
In the great drought of 1824-25 half the revenue had to be remitted; but even this was found insufficient to keep up tillage, for large cash advances had to be given to the ryots. Prom this time till 1832-33, when another great drought occurred, tillage slowly increased. In that year and the following one Es. 7,677 had to be remitted, and cultivation gradually increased till 1837-38, when the rates were reduced to about a rupee an acre. Es. 14,828 had to be remitted in 1838-39, in consequence of a bad monsoon, and a gradual rise took place till 1846-47, since which time the revenue had remained stationary. From these circumstances the Superintendent was of opinion that the assessment as a whole had been too heavy. For maximum rates of dry-crop assessment he proposed three groups of nine, thirty, and twenty villages, ten villages transferred from Amalner having already been settled. The first group, of nine, for which a rate of Es, 2 was fixed, had the best soil, and were either themselves market towns or were close to them. The thirty villages of the second group, with a maximum of E. 1 13a., were less favourably situated, and had many ravines and a great deal of rocky ground. The third group, of twenty villages, was still more full of ravines than the second, and lay in the extreme west, on the border of Pimpaluer, at a distance from markets. No rates were proposed for channel-watered land pending the settlement of the general question of their rates. Land watered from wells amounted to 1,172 acres, hitherto assessed at rates of Es. 4 2a. 8p. and Es. 3 13a. 8p. per acre. For these a maximum of Es. 3 was proposed, as had been sanctioned in Amalner. The Eevenue Commissioner was of opinion that, considering the rise in prices that had lately taken place, the maximum rate of Es. 2 proposed was too low, and thought it should be raised to Es. 2 4a. He thought the second group should be subdivided into two, one of villages close to those of the first group at a maximum of Es. 2, and another of those farther removed from them at E. 1 14a. These proposals were approved by Government, and reduced the revenue by about Es. 6,000 instead of Es. 7,688, by which it will be seen from the